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Parts of a Paragraph

A paragraph is a group of sentences that all tell about the same
thing. Most paragraphs have three parts: a beginning, a middle
and an end.

Directions: Write beginning, middle or end next to each sentence
in the scrambled paragraphs below. There can be more than one
middle sentence.

Example:
middle _ We took the tire off the car.

_beginning  On the way to Aunt Louise's, we had a flat tire.

__middle  we patched the hole in the tire.

end We put the tire on and started driving again.

| took all the ingredients out of the cupboard.

One morning, | decided to bake a pumpkin pie.

| forgot to add the pumpkin!

I mixed the ingredients together, but something
was missing.

The sun was very hot and our throats were dry.

We finally decided to turn back.

We started our hike very early in the morning.

it kept getting hotter as we walked.
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Topic Sentences

A topic sentence is usually the first sentence in a paragraph. It tells
what the story will be about.

Directions: Read the following sentences. Circle the topic sentence
that should go first in the paragraph that follows.

Rainbows have seven colors.

There's a pot of gold.
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The colors are red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo and violet. Red
forms the outer edge, with violet on the inside of the rainbow.

He cut down a cherry free.
His wife was named Martha.

George Washington was a good president.

He helped our country get started. He chose intelligent leaders to help
him run the country.

Mark Twain was a great author.
Mark Twain was unhappy sometimes.

Mark Twain was born in Missouri.

One of his most famous books is Huckleberry Finn. He wrote many other
great books.
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Middle Sentences

Middle sentences support the topic sentence. They tell more abouf it.

Directions: Underline the middle sentences
that support each topic sentence below.

Topic Sentence:
Penguins are birds that cannof fly.

Pelicans can spear fish with their sharp bills.
Many penguins waddle or hop about on land.
Even though they cannot fly, they are excellent swimmers.
Pelicans keep their food in a pouch.

Topic Sentence:

Volleyball is a team sport in which the players hit the ball
over the net.

There are two teams with six players on eachteam. (3
My friend John would rather play tennis with Lisa.
Players can use their heads or their hands.

| broke my hand once playing handball. L

Topic Sentence:
Pikes Peak is the most famous of all the Rocky Mountains.

Some mountains have more trees than other mountains.

Many people like to climb to the top.

Many people like to ski and camp there, too.
The weather is colder at the top of most mountains.
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Ending Sentences
Ending sentences are sentences that tie the story fogether.

Directions: Choose the correct ending sentence for each story from
the sentences below. Write it at the end of the paragraph.

A new pair of shoes!

All the corn on the cob | could eat!
A new eraser!

Corn on the Cob -2

Corn on the cob used to be my favorite food. That is, until | lost
my four front feeth. For one whole year, | had fo sit and watch
everyone else eat my favorite food without me. Mom gave me
creamed corn, but it just wasn't the same. When my feeth finally
came in, Dad said he had a surprise for me. | thought | was going
to get a bike or a new C.D. player or something. | was just as happy
to get what | did.

| would like to take a train ride every year.
Trains move faster than | thought they would.
She had brought her new gerbil along for the ride.

A Train Ride L.

When our family took its first frain ride, my sister brought along a
big box. She would not tell anyone what she had in it. In the middle
of the trip, we heard a sound coming from the box. "Okay, Jan, now
you have to open the box," said Mom. When she opened the box
we were surprised.




